BIOLOGICAL RECORDS FOR LIONTHORN WOODS

Why keep biological records?

Many people are interested in the wildlife found in Lionthorn Woods (defining wildlife broadly to include birds, mammals, plants, trees, fish, reptiles, insects etc).  Keeping records of sightings would help us:

· Devise better management measures

· Increase awareness of the importance of the woods

· Contribute to UK and Scottish biological databases to help improve research and understanding (see www.nbn.org.uk)

The more people that take part, the more sightings there will be, and hence more useful records.  Noting what you see and identifying species also helps you enjoy the woods more.

What is a biological record?

A biological record is a sighting of any species (bird, mammal, plant, tree, fish, reptile, insect etc), the time and date, its location (grid reference) and who saw it.  It is not just unusual sightings that are important but also everyday occurrences.  With lots of sightings it is easiest to keep records in a table form (see example excel spreadsheet attached with the e mail).

Example

	Observer
	Grid Ref
	Number
	Sex
	Species
	Time
	Date
	Comment

	Dan
	888 777
	1
	M
	Blackbird
	19:15
	6/4/2010
	Singing on perch


Why keep the records in a particular way?

	
	Why
	Good
	Bad
	Comment

	Observer
	So any sighting can be checked if there are any queries
	Dan

DJ

E mail address
	A man with his dog
	Enough so you can be contacted

	Grid Ref
	6 fig national grid reference.  Use the marked plan to help.  Remember bottom numbers first then the side numbers 
	888 777
	Near the bridge
FK1 5UQ
	We need a national grid reference to give a precise geographical location.  UK and Scottish datasets will only accept data with a grid reference

	Number
	How many have you seen
	1
Approx 20
	Many
Lots
	Be as specific as you can. Less accurate data will be of less use.  If left blank it will be assumed to be 1

	Sex
	If known
	M or F
	
	Not always easy.  If unsure keep blank

	Species
	Exact name of the species seen.  Any bird, mammal, plant, insect etc 
	Roe Deer
Robin
	Bumble bee
Geese

Small black beetle
	Try and identify the exact species not a generic type.  If not sure don’t speculate


	Time
	Time you saw the species
	15:15
03:15pm
	Morning
After tea
	Time of sightings may be of interest

	Date
	Date you saw the species
	6 April 2010
6/4/10

6/4/2010
	April
Last week

yesterday
	Dates will be of interest for migrant species

	Comment
	Any interesting comment
	Kestrel eating prey on its perch
	Flying about
	Use to include anything which may be of interest.  Keep as short and concise as possible


How do I keep records?

Have a notebook with you to note down what you see when you are out.  It will be harder and less accurate if you just try and remember what you have seen.  Either do regular “patrols” along the same route or just whenever you happen to be in the woods.  Ideally, record everything you see.  However, this is harder than it sounds.  It is OK to specialise on particular species if that is what interests you.  When you have come back from you visit the most helpful thing to do is to transfer your rough notes onto a spreadsheet (see example attached with the same e mail as these notes) and send them to Dan (see details below).  However, you can, as long as it includes all of the information set out above, hand write the information and pop it through Dan’s letter box or include in an e mail.  However, this means more typing for Dan.
What species should be recorded?

Any species of bird, mammal, plant, tree, insect, fish, reptile etc that are wild or naturalised in Central Scotland.  Don’t report garden flowers or farm animals.  Use judgement in reporting species you see frequently.  For example, if you see a blackbird in your garden everyday, one annual record would be more sensible than 365.  As birds and larger mammals are the easiest to see and/or people find the easiest to identify, we expect these to be the most recorded.  However, we are particularly keen to collect information about all species – if you are already an expert on insects or  plants that is great.  If not – why not buy some field guides and learn.

What happens to the submitted records?
The records will be collated onto a single spreadsheet.  From time to time, the results of all the sightings will be displayed on our website and/or circulated to LCWA members and regular recorders.  We are hopeful that Falkirk Council will start a local recording centre.  If they do, we will forward our data to them.  This will in turn be sent to the NBN and therefore available to naturalists, scientists, statutory agencies and anyone else with an interest in the rest of the UK.

Where can I record?

The focus should be the Lionthorn Woods as shown on the map also attached with the e mail.  However, any record with a grid reference will be recorded, including what you see in your garden.

Where should records be sent?

Please make sure all records include the information set out above.  Hand written records should be posted through the letter box of 19 Keppock Place, FK1 5UQ or sent as an e-mail (preferably with a completed spreadsheet attached) to d.jackman852@btinternet.com.

What if I have any further questions?

Contact Dan Jackman Tel 01324 634173 or e mail d.jackman852@btinternet.com

