Lionthorn Community Woodland Association

Annual General Meeting
20th September 2007
Minutes

Dave Bennet (LCWA chairman) opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking everyone for coming.
Previous Minutes

The previous minutes (AGM 6th September 2006) were agreed proposed by John Hyslop and seconded by Sam Anderson.
Chairman’s Report

Dave briefly outlined what LCWA aims and objectives are, and explained what the group had achieved in the last 12 months. 
1. Woodland access has been further improved both to Fox covert and Kilbean woods.
2. Major path work has linked the woodland to the Cleugh and improved the access.

3. The circular path has been completed round the meadow.

4. The improvement to the Cleugh path has been put out to tender. John Geddes confirmed that the Cleugh path will be completed in the next financial year.

5. The path network has been linked into the paths in the new build Scotia estate.

6. Woodland management has seen the trees in Kilbean wood being thinned out leaving clearings for native trees. 400 Oaks have been planted in Kilbean wood.

7. A wildlife pond was created but was not a great success as it did not hold water – An improvement to this is to be made in the next 12 months.

8. Minibeast hunt was organised for during the summer holidays but was cancelled due to lack of support. Dave asked the meeting if this was the kind of thing that LCWA should be organising.

9. Water vole survey did not show evidence of voles, but did indicate that otters might be present in the Glenburn.

10. A nature walk and a bat walk were organised and both were well attended.

11. The problem of dog fouling was addressed and the council supported this with their presence at a dog fouling day. The problem has improved but has not been solved. The group will address this over the next 12 months.
12.  Cleugh clean up was a joint venture between Lionthorn, Hallglen, Shieldhill and Callander Wood group – resulting in a good clean up and fly tipping has been reduced.

13. The problem of campers, under age drinking, fires and litter has been addressed. Dave has asked Ann Lake (community police officer) to comment.

Ann Lake introduced herself and said she could be contacted through Falkirk police or email through Central Scotland Police website. Anne indicated that the police had attended on several occasions throughout the summer but depending on priority of other calls they may not always attend. It appears to have been a summer problem and is not as frequent since the schools have returned. She also indicated that the police could issue a £40 fine for litter which has to be paid within one month or else the Procurator Fiscal is informed.
Local councillor John Patrick indicated that he may be able to source “no fires” and “no camping” signs from the council. Dave asked John Geddes if this was legal but his main concern was that the signs would be vandalised.

Ann Lake said to try and get hold of her if she was on duty and she would try to resolve issues. 

Dave thanked Ann for her input.

Social Events

Two social events were organised over the year. An Easter Egg Hunt which was very well attended and proved hugely successful. Also the Path Opening Day which had a good turnout, thanks to the appearance of Russell Latapy.
Funding
It was a good year for funding and details of this can be obtained from Chairman and also are detailed in the Treasurers report.

Future Plans

1. Access – cleugh path improvement, removal of redundant fencing, path strimming and boardwalk wire mesh.

2. Wildlife – installation of bat boxes, improvement to pond to ensure water remains in it, maintenance of bird boxes, ongoing removal of Himalayan Balsalm which is thought to be a problem across the whole of Callendar Estate not just Lionthorn.

3. Activities – two social and two educational events will be organised. The last Saturday of each month will continue to be a workday.

Dave asked John Geddes if there was anything that LCWA should be doing. John indicated that a Disability Discrimination Act audit should be carried out. Open Space have done a partial audit and have come up with some pointers which have to be addressed. The floor pointed out that the narrow bridge between the meadow and Kilbean was not wide enough for a buggy or a wheelchair and asked if this could be replaced by a wider bridge.
Dave asked for comments and questions from the floor. The floor pointed out that cats may be affecting the bird life in fox covert and also research has shown that dog walkers may have a negative effect on the area.

With no more questions Dave closed his report and gave thanks to the following:-

Members

Help on the ground

FET 

Callendar Estate John Geddes and Guy Wedderburn
Falkirk Council

Carolyn from Glaxo for donating juice and for superb face painting

Kemfine

Russell Latapy

The management committee

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s report was presented and there were no questions. 
Nomination/ Election of Management Committee
Dave indicated that all the committee were prepared to hold their positions and asked if the floor agreed. There were no objections and the committee were nominated. Dan Jackman requested to rejoin the committee and there were no objections.

There was no AOCB and the meeting was closed.
