Lionthorn Community Woodland Association

Annual General Meeting
2nd October 2008
Minutes

Dave Bennet (LCWA chairman) opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking everyone for coming.
Previous Minutes

The previous minutes (AGM 20th September 2007) were agreed proposed by John Hyslop and seconded by Lyn Bennet.
Chairman’s Report

Dave outlined what LCWA has achieved in the last 12 months in line with the associations original aims and objectives. 
1. Access

· The Cleugh path is complete except for the bridge back into the Scotia estate and this will be done soon.

· General path maintenance has continued which has continued to aid access.

· Bridge maintenance has continued and Dave will approach Falkirk Council about replacing the narrow bridge from the meadow as it is not wide enough to allow access for a wheelchair or pram.
· There are no plans for LCWA to create any new paths.

2. Wildlife Enhancement

· There are approximately 40 bird boxes which have 50-60% occupancy. More boxes are planned in the next 12 months and existing boxes will be maintained accordingly.

· Fence removal has improved access and allowed wildlife to move more freely. Only essential fences have been left.

3.
Educational
· All events were well attended. The bat walk in September attracted 30+ people. The mini beast hunt was also a very popular.

· The LCWA map that was delivered to the houses in the area was viewed by everyone to be a great success and thanks to Dan Jackman for his input in this.

4.
Social Events
· Both the Easter and Summer BBQ’s were well attended.

5.
Other Activities
· Litter collection was continued on end of month work days with the focus being on the camping areas.

· Himalayan Balsam removal continued but future work will be for complete eradication and work will be done with Callendar Estates.
6.
Future Plans
· LCWA would like to undertake nature projects in house with less reliance on Falkirk Council and Nature Rangers.

· The pond is still unsuccessful and work will need to be done to make sure that it remains full of water all year round.

Thanks.

Dave gave thanks to the following:

1. All members and committee members of LCWA.

2. Callendar Estate for help, advice and financial support.

3. Falkirk District Council especially litter strategy and wildlife rangers.

4. Glaxo Smithkline for supplying the soft drinks for the social events allowing us to sell them making the event cost neutral.
Questions

Dave asked for questions from the floor

· The problem of horse fouling was raised. Guy Wedderburn from Callendar Estate said that he had spoken with Kingsbarns stables regarding this and indicated that he was trying to get funding for trails specifically designed for horses keeping them away from the main path network. Horses cannot be banned from the path network by law but users should be responsible. The meeting felt that the horse fouling was a bigger problem than dog fouling. It was suggested that some form of signage could be put up for horse users but advice would need to be taken regarding the content of this and to find out exactly what proper horse etiquette is.

· The floor asked if no camping signs could be put up. The point was made that Scottish access legislation would not allow this but signage indicating responsible camping could be used.
· “Dog poo” bags in some kind of dispenser were suggested at locations in the woods. Dave indicated that this has been suggested before and at that time it was thought that this may end up with the bags being scattered around the woods by kids.

· The floor said that dog fouling was a thankless task. A similar group in the Denny area was having great success with the problem and LCWA will attempt to contact them for advice. The meeting did think that improvements had been made in the last 12 months but work still needs to be done. The community dog warden has been in the woods and awareness must be maintained.
Treasurers Report

Jan Rooney LCWA treasurer presented the Income/Expenditure report and no questions were raised.

Nomination/Election

All existing committee members agreed to remain with no objections or additions to the committee.

AOCB

None 

